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Caregivers Attitude towards Gender Socialization
and Early Childhood Development

BAI Yu GUO Da LIU Chengfang

Abstract Caregivers”attitude towards gender socialization plays an important role in a childs gender so—
cialization. However few studies have studied the relationship between caregivers” attitudes towards gen—
der socialization and early child development ( ECD) . The current study seeks to fill the gap by drawing
on a surveyed dataset that the authors collected of 1 024 children aged 6 —36 months and their caregivers
in Yunnan province. We measured four dimensions of early child development namely cognition lan—
guage motor and social-emotional skills using the Bayley Scales of Infant and Toddler Development I11.
We find that 86% of the sample children suffer from at least one of the four dimensions of developmental
delay. Caregivers attitudes towards gender socialization differ between boys and girls and it is more tradi-
tional for girls. Traditional gender socialization is significantly associated with worse social-emotional de—
velopment by changing parenting environments ( e. g. family parenting environments parenting practice
and parental discipline) .

Keywords Gender socialization; Parenting environment; Early childhood development; Human capital

in rural China



