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Does the Off—farm Self—employment of Rural Labor Affect
Children’ s Cognitive Ability : Evidence from China
Education Panel Survey

WANG Weidong, LIU Xiaohong, BAI Yunli,ZHANG Linxiu

Abstract; Off — farm self —employment is an important employment choice for rural labor,
which plays an important role in improving family welfare and narrowing the urban—rural income
gap. Under the current background of “mass entrepreneurship and innovation initiative” , the off—
farm self —employment of rural labor is given more room for development. However, few studies
have analyzed the relationship between off —farm self—employment and rural human capital. The
purpose of this study is to empirically analyze the impact of off—farm self—employment of rural la-
bor on children’ s comprehensive cognitive abilities and its mechanism based on the China Educa-
tion Panel ( CEPS) data. The results show that off — farm self — employment will significantly
improve the children’ s cognitive ability. The results are confirmed to be valid through a series of
robustness checks. We further find that off—farm self—employment of labor has a significant impact
on the cognitive abilities of their children of different gender. This article also explored the mecha-
nism behind the impact from multiple dimensions and found that off —farm self —employment of
rural labor means they are more likely to increase children’ s educational investment. At the same
time , off—farm self—employment of labor will also encourage children to carry out more activities
for academic improvement,reduce entertainment time in their leisure time,and increase the proba-
bility of migrating with their parents.

Keywords : Rural labor force ; Off—farm self—employment ; Cognitive ability
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