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Abstract: Malnutrition and poor health conditions are common problems among pupils in western rural areas
which has greatly affected the education for students of various ethnic nationalities. An analysis of the data of 3745
primary students at 10 poor counties of Qinghai Gansu etc. indicates that there are marked discrepancies in math
scores between minority pupils and the Han pupils: the pupils of Tibetan and Salar nationalities not only lag far be—
hind the local Han pupils but also the Hui and Tu pupils. From the perspective of health an analysis of the ane—
mia indicators was conducted to figure out how health effects the discrepancies in math scores among the pupils of
various ethnic nationalities. The study shows that there is a negative correlation between the anemia rate and the
math scores among the pupils of various ethnic nationalities. The anemia rates of the Han Hui and Tu Tibetan
and Salar are 16% 20% and 68% respectively from which we can see the anemia rate among the Tibetan pu-
pils is notably higher those of other nationalities. After controlling other factors the study shows that anemia has no
marked impact on the scores of the Han pupils but has notable negative impact on all the minority pupils. There—
fore the government should give due importance to the effects of health on the education for ethnic minority
students and improve their levels of health and nutrition by working out feasible nutrition plan so as to improve
their educational level.
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